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Hohenfriedberg. Benkendorf's attack was followed up by
the other Saxon, and by some Austrian, cavalry regi-
ments, and the rout became general. Frederick strove
in vain to stem the tide and rally the fugitives, until his
aide-de-camp was obliged to remonstrate with him, and
ask,c Does your Majesty mean to take the battery alone ?y
The king made no answer, but paused and surveyed
the battery with his field-glass, then turned away, and,
seeing that the battle was irretrievably' lost, drew off the
wreck of his army. The carnage had been frightful.
Out of 32,000, the Prussians had nearly 14,000 killed,
wounded, and prisoners, and the loss had fallen almost
entirely on their matchless infantry. During the night
they retired towards Nimburg, with little molestation
from the Austrians, who also had suffered severely. The
next day, at evening, the king rejoined the blockading
force before Prague. News of the disaster had preceded
him, but his soldiers would hardly believe it till they saw
him ride into the camp with downcast eyes, followed
only by a page.
The loss of the battle carried with it the loss of the
campaign. Frederick was obliged to raise the blockade
Retreat from of Pra£ue immediately, and to retreat from
Bohemia. Bohemia. The retreat was attended with
fresh losses from desertion, and from the unskilful tactics
of his brother the Prince of Prussia, to whom the com-
mand of a corps was entrusted ; and when the •; king got
back to Saxony, shortly before the end of July, barely
70,000 remained under his banner out of 117,000 who had
entered Bohemia three months before. The Austrians
followed him and took up a strong position at Zittau,
just across their own frontier, resisting all his efforts to
Frederick in entice them into giving battle. A kind of
Lusatia. deadlock ensued. During the greater part of
August, Frederick sat confronting the Austrians in the

